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Let the 
future begin.

TM Trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia.

We know how much discipline and
determination it takes to pursue a
post-secondary education. Scotiabank
wishes you every success in your
academic endeavours. We encourage
you to come into to our branch and
discuss your post-secondary education
fi nancing. Have your fi nancing in
place by August 21, 2007 and you
could win a 26” fl at screen TV. *
You’ve worked hard to get here.
Make the most of every moment.

March Road Branch
700 March Road
Kanata, ON
613-591-5271
*Offer exclusive to 700 March Road Branch.
*See branch for Offi cial Contest Rules.
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July & August
Sessions 2 – 5 day 

Sessions starting at $60 - 
Ages 4 – 8 years 
Safety Lessons 

– Special Guests 
– Kiddy Cars 

SUMMER SAFETY CAMP

Registration (613)238-1513 OR
info@ottawasafetycouncil.ca

Lakeview 
Public School

35 Corkstown Road 
@

Andrew Haydon Park
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JOIN US ON ONE OF OUR FABULOUS TOURS
• NASCAR Races in Montreal — 

August 3 and 4

• GASPÉ, Grosse-Ile, Quebec City, St. Anne de Beaupré — 
October 9 - 14

• BRANSON — Music and Laughter incl. Danny O’Donnell: 
November 16 - 24

CALL TO RECEIVE OUR FREE CATALOGUE
Also: Call for worry free, organized guided tours around the globe.

TOLL FREE: 1-888-582-7011 (613) 582-7011
Ont. Reg. 50013556 RW-6-7  108153

JAMIESON TRAVEL & TOURS

www.jamiesontravel.com         Beachburg, ON

A new cable ferry for the Ottawa 
to Quyon Ottawa River crossing

The environmen-
tal assessment process 
is underway for the pro-
posal to construct a new 
cable ferry between Ferry 
Road in West Carleton and 
Quyon, Quebec.

Ferry operator Don 
McColgan, and the consult-
ing firm CIMA, presented 
their current findings and 
the proposal on Thursday, 
July 19 to residents of  West 
Carleton at the Fitzroy Har-
bour Community Centre.

The meeting attacted 
over 120 people hoping to 
get details on how the new 
ferry will operate and to 
address concerns about the 
cable operation and naviga-
tion.

The much larger ferry, 
which will run along a four 
ton cable between Quyon 
and Ferry Road will replace 
two aging propeller-driven 
ferries.

The need for an upgrad-
ed ferry has grown with 
both truck traffic forced to 
use bridges and the prelimi-
nary decision by the federal 
government not to support 
a $200 million bridge in the 
far west end of  Ottawa.

The new ferry operation 
will require some dredging 
on the Quyon side in front 
of  the dock but no dredg-
ing will be required on the 
Ontario side.

The cable will relax 
behind the ferry as it cross-
es but the forward cable 
will rise to a depth of  nine 
feet under the water sur-
face.

The cable has raised con-
cerns from residents about 
navigation but McColgan 
assured residents such fer-
ries operate in other juris-
dictions with little inconve-
nience to others using the 
waterway.

At present the environ-
mental assessment has 
determined the planned 
dredging will be sufficient 
to ensure the ferry doesn’t 
bottom out in front of  the 
Quyon dock in low water 
conditions.

The water levels are 
determined, in large part, 
by the amount of  water 
allowed through the Chats 
Falls dam.

Biologists are examin-
ing the impact of  the new 
operation on local wildlife, 
including the Northern 
Water Snake, Milk Snakes, 
Spiny Softshell, Native 
Cisco, American Eel, Yel-
low Budhead, Lake Stur-
geon, Channel Darter and 

River Redhose fish.
Most of  the members 

of  the audience were very 
supportive of  the deci-
sion to upgrade the ferry 
to a more environmentally 
responsible operation and 
would welcome the return 
of  heavy transportation on 
the ferry.

Farmers, like Pinto Val-
ley’s Ernie Smith, rose to 
support the new ferry and 
the return to cross-river 
business opportunities 
in the livestock and other 
agricultural commodities.

The ferry was forced 
to stop carrying livestock 
trucks destined for the 
Galetta Stockyards after 
complaints were launched 
about the safety of  carry-
ing the large trucks with-
out proper gating.

“As you know the large 
trucks we used to cross 
with, with the gates open, 
we weren’t supposed to and 
we did, we can no longer 
carry,” said McColgan. 
“Transport Canada has 
enforced those regulations 
and 27 feet across and 12 
feet high, eight feet after 
dark, is not very high, has 
eliminated a lot of  our 
truck traffic.

“It has eliminated about 
90 per cent of  our truck 
traffic and almost 90 per 
cent of  our trailers were 
have to unhook. It is time 
consuming and cumber-
some so a lot of  the people 
just drive around.”

The new ferry, three 
times the size of  the cur-
rent ferry, will be able to 

direct dock and will carry 
three times the number 
of  vehicles (21 cars) that 
the current operation can 
handle.

While many supported 
the concept there were con-
cerns about the impact on 
the Mohr’s Landing/Quyon 
Port Authority which has 
agreed to help in funding 
the significant adjustments 
to the docks on both sides 
of  the Ottawa River.

The port authority, pri-
vately run, is required to 
meet Transport Canada 
regulations.

The port authority took 
over the docks in the late 
1990s with just under a half  
million dollars in financing 
from Transport Canada for 
maintenance and repairs.

While the meeting was 
about the environmental 
impact of  the new ferry, 
many concerns were for the 
ability to raise the millions 
of  dollar necessary for the 
ferry and dock reconstruc-
tion.

The estimated cost of  
the new ferry is $2.3 million 
and a price tag on the docks 
is yet to be determined.

Contact the Review at 613-623-6571

By TERRY BOLAND 
Review Associate Editor

Photo supplied

Above is a picture of the William Pitt Ferry, which is presently operating in New 
Brunswick and is similar to the ferry being proposed by Don McColgan for the 
Ottawa to Quyon crossing.

The city of  Ottawa 
will be undertaking a 
groundwater character-
ization study for Fitzroy 
Harbour. this year.

The study will review 
existing conditions of  
groundwater, which 
includes water quality 
and quality characteris-
tics, in addition to rec-
ommending appropriate 
measures for the sustain-
ability of  new develop-
ment on private water 
and wastewater services.

The city has retained 
Trow Associates Inc. to 
undertake the studies, 
which also include the 
villages of  Ashton and 

Sarsfield.
In order to assess the 

existing conditions of  
groundwater aquifers, 
representatives of  the 
company will be contact-
ing residents directly in 
the upcoming weeks to 
participate in the well 
water sampling program.

All samples collected 
will be sent to a credited 
laboratory and results 
will be provided to any-
one who chooses to par-
ticipate in the program.

If  you have any spe-
cific questions regard-
ing the sampling pro-
gram, you can call Dan 
McNicoll from Trow at 
613-225-9823, extension 
268 or by e-mail at dan.
mcnicoll@trow.ca 

Groundwater study in 
Fitzroy Harbour in 2007
By TERRY BOLAND 
Review Associate Editor


